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October 8, 2013

Thomas Vilsack

Secretary, U.S. Department of Agriculture
1400 Independence Avenue SW
Washington, DC 20250

Dear Secretary Vilsack:

The Black Hills and much of western South Dakota were recently hit by an unprecedented
blizzard that has resulted in historic livestock losses. As ranchers throughout this area continue
to assess the damage of this devastating storm, I am writing today to request that the U.S.
Department of Agriculture exempt the relevant South Dakota state and county office FSA
employees from the current partial government shutdown and reopen Farm Service Agency
offices in the impacted counties.

The partial government shutdown was both avoidable and unnecessary. Unfortunately, the
partial government shutdown continues while Congress debates budgetary issues unrelated to
disaster assistance and agriculture programs. I continue to work with my colleagues in the
Senate to end the shutdown and reopen federal agencies such as the U.S. Department of
Agriculture’s Farm Service Agency. In the meantime, it is critical that all public servants work
together to ensure taxpayers and the general public receive as much service as possible,
especially where critically needed, while the temporary shutdown persists.

As you know, the Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) expired on September 30, 2011. Both the
Senate and House-passed Farm Bills would reauthorize and fund this program and make it
retroactive to 2012 losses. A new Farm Bill must be in place as soon as possible to ensure that
this program and other livestock disaster programs are available to cover a portion of the
substantial livestock losses caused by this storm, as well as substantial grazing losses that
occurred in 2012 in this same area.

While FSA county office employees in the counties that would not be able to assist ranchers with
the LIP program due to its expiration, and no other FSA-administered program is available, they
would be able to assist with damage assessment reports needed to support a Secretarial disaster
declaration. While I’m hopeful that the current government shutdown will not last long, every
passing day is yet another delay in assessing the damage caused by the storm and delivering
much needed relief to South Dakota ranchers. As Secretary, you have latitude to exempt USDA
employees from the partial shutdown if they are deemed essential to critical government
services. I request that you exercise this authority to exempt the relevant FSA employees in
South Dakota who could return to work today and begin damage assessments in the wake of this

storm.
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I thank you for your immediate response to this request, and I look forward to continue working
with you in support of agriculture producers in South Dakota and across the nation.

Sincerely,

=

JOHN THUNE
United States Senate




